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Bhfirata into the Mahabharata, conceived on a much larger scale and with a
much more ambitious programme, they had already the archetype of our
Rfimuyana text before them and they made full use of it, absorbing in their
own encylopacdic work all that they possibly could, and they were perhaps
also influenced by it in no small degree. In fact the very impetus to the con-
version of the Bharata and the compilation of the MahiabMrata may well
have been given by the contact with the sister epic, which appears to have had
a more elevated ethical standard, a more serious didactic purpose, a much
higher idealistic view of life, and a wider popular appeal.

A priori, then, whenever our Mahabharata shows close verbal agreement
with the older books of the Ramaya#a, the presumption would be that we have
to look upon the Ramayaoa as the source, assuming of course that the com-
mon element is not of such a character that it could have been borrowed by
both epics independently from a third source. It is naturally not excluded
that the Ramiayaoa in its turn might have been influenced to a certain extent,
at a still later epoch, in its further development, by the Mahabhlarata, the new
encyclopaedic Dharma Sarhhita. In fact there is cveiy indication that the
interrelation between the two epics will reduce itself to a very complicated
system of mutual actions and icaclions, and it would be interesting to investi-
gate the question more fully by collation of all possible parallelisms in ideas
and expression between the two great opics of India.